THE  CIA CONSPIRACY

cable which stretched across the road, leaving it there for three
months. The result astonished and delighted them all A few
weeks later Mr Marples announced in the House of Commons,
amid loud Government cheers, that work would begin at once
on a new motorway to cope with the vast increase of traffic
entering London from the South "as part of our plans for
modernising Britain's roads". Indirect Action had scored its
first success.

The next project the CIA undertook was a little more am-
bitious. As opera-lovers the committee deeply resented the
failure of the BBC to provide enough of it on TV. They
decided to change all that. With the help of a member of
CIA who was in charge of BBC audience research, a startling
rise in the viewing figures was engineered whenever an opera
was televised. The BBC published these figures triumphantly
and the number of operas televised first doubled and then
actually trebled to meet this irresistible wave of "appreciation
for the better things of life5*, as the Director of TV described it
at a special press conference called to announce the programme
changes. At first ITA figures did not correspond with those
put out by the BBC until other CIA members (from the Cen-
tral Electricity Generating Board) hit upon the idea of reduc-
ing the voltage on the national electricity grid whenever the
BBC was broadcasting operas, thus slowing down the little
electrical recording machines on which the TAM ratings are
based, which then showed a disastrous falling-off of audiences
for all programmes except operas. CIA held a celebration
dinner the night that "Don Giovanni" was broadcast by the
BBC simultaneously with the "Barber of Seville" on ITV.

The problem of raising money to finance CIA activities also
proved surprisingly easy. The people from the Treasury who
had invented Premium Bonds recruited the help of a mainten-
ance engineer whose job it is to service Ernie, As a result of
some minor adjustments, each member of the committee was
able to count on regular prizes. From then on it was plain